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Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 
Three Parishes Newsletter 

July 2016 
 

 

Dear Friends 
 

A few years back, we visited Blaenavon, an old mining town in south-east Wales, well-
known for its Big Pit museum.  We dropped into a bright and cheerful café run by a friendly 
Christian couple.  Cups of tea and welsh cakes were on sale and on each table, neatly 
written on small display cards, were St Paul’s words in Hebrews 13.2.   There he reminds his 
fellow believers of the welcome Abraham and Sarah gave to the three travellers in Genesis 
18 and encourages them ‘to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have 
entertained angels without knowing it.’ (Hebrews 13.2).   
 
The hospitality of early Christians - sharing homes, possessions and worshipping together 
with all sorts of people regardless of race or social class – marked them out as quite 
different from other people of their time.  If anyone could be an angel, a messenger from 
God, then every person should be welcomed, valued and treated with generous hospitality.  
This, together with Jesus’ own example and his call to love our neighbour, makes a strong 
case for welcoming neighbours, friends and family into our homes and building a vision of 
the ‘church without walls’, its people serving the local community and open to all, 
regardless of background. 
 
But what happens when borders are involved?  We live in a privileged country with 
comfortable churches.  It’s natural to be fearful of vast movements of refugees and 
migrants.  As Archbishop Justin said recently, ‘This is one of the greatest movements of 
people in human history.  Just enormous.  And to be anxious about that is very reasonable.’  
Yet throughout Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy, we see God regularly telling his people 
that they should not mistreat or oppress a foreigner for they themselves ‘know how it feels 
to be aliens,’ because they were foreigners in Egypt (Exodus 23.9).  It’s clear that making 
room for ‘the stranger’ has always been an important part of the Christian tradition.  It’s 
equally clear that there are no simple solutions.  More than a million migrants crossed into 
Europe in 2015.  Each one is made in the image of God.  Maybe – like me – you feel we 
ought to be doing something extra for those fleeing violence and horror in search of a 
better future for those they love.  To help us, there are Bishop Peter’s pastoral letter on the 
refugee crisis, useful guidelines and prayer support, all at www.bathandwells.org.uk/social 
justice           
 

Robin Dixon 
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A Praying Community 

Opportunities to pray across the Benefice 
 

Monday 9am    Morning Prayer  -  we meet with our Local     Ministry 

Group to pray in St Peter’s Church Marksbury 

Monday 7pm    Silent Prayer  - an opportunity to pray silently with 

others in St Mary’s Church, Saltford 

Thursday 9am   Morning Prayer in All Saints Corston 

 

Prayer Meetings 

Each week in Saltford people meet to pray in people’s homes, please 

see the weekly notice sheet for details of where and when these take 

place – they are open to everyone. 

Prayer Book 

 If you would like prayer for yourself or for someone else, each church 

has a prayer book in which you can write the names of those 

you would like us to remember in our prayers.  

One to one 

There are people available to pray with you if you have 

a particular need or find something within the service has 

challenged or inspired you. Please speak to one of the 

wardens, readers or clergy and they will find someone 

who is willing to pray with you. Alternatively, if when you 

receive Communion, just speak to the Rector and she 

will pray for you then.  

 
 

 
 

  

 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do you pray?  
Last month the writer of Psalm 139 reminded us that we meet God in everything around us, all of the time. How 
could it be otherwise, since all that is owes its existence to God? 
Sometimes we might say that we actually only see where God has been when we see His presence in created things 
(rather like Moses only seeing the hindquarters of God). To meet with God, Godself, would mean meeting in some 
other way….in some form of prayer. 
Now that distinction is enormous! 
Enormous, because it exposes to us our inability to grasp who God is and so to speak about Her/Him in any 
meaningful way. 
God is outside of time and so God’s actions are unaffected by time. To say that God did something in the past is 
meaningless/misleading. God does things and all His doings are eternal. Sometimes we even speak of Jesus in the 
past tense; “all the things Jesus did….” he is doing now. 
These thoughts are so very hard for us who live constrained by time, and who think and imagine in sequences. 
Our problem probably explains why so much talk of God is recorded as poetry, like that in the Psalms and so many 
other places in and out of the biblical records, where the writer doesn’t seek to state ‘facts’ but encourage us to 
make connections. 
As Rilke says in a love-poem to God…. 
 
We become so accustomed to You,  
we no longer look up 
when Your shadow falls over the book we are reading 
and makes it glow. For all things 
sing of You: at times 
we just hear them more clearly. 
                                                                
Surely all this suggests the need for a period of reflective prayer, giving time to allow the timeless God to expand our 
perceptions and take us beyond our minds in our relationship with Him/Her. 
        Let us pray   Ken Plant 

 
St Mary’s Prayer Meetings 

throughout the month 
 
Tuesday 5th July, 52 Uplands Road 

at 7pm 
Hosted by Monica Earl and led by 

Julia Scott 
 

Wednesday 20th July, 433 Bath Road 
at 7pm 

Hosted and led by Pam Faulkner 
                                                   
 
                                 
 
 
 
 



 3 

SPECIAL SERVICES  

ACROSS THE BENEFICE 

THROUGHOUT  

JULY, AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 

 

 
Celebration of Ministry 

Sunday 3rd July at 4pm, 

Holy Trinity Church, 

Newton St Loe 

 
 

Benefice Holy Communion 

Sunday 31st July at 9.30am,  

St Mary’s Church,  

Saltford 

 
 

 

 

                     Harvest Family Worship 

Sunday 18th September at 11.15am, 

All Saints Church, 

Corston 

 
Harvest Songs of Praise 

Sunday 18th September at 6.30pm, 

                All Saints Church, 

                     Corston 
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Parish Registers 
Baptisms 
 
4th June Benjamin Thomas (Saltford) 
4th June Freya Bastyan-Moore (NSL) 
26th June  Henry White (NSL) 
26th June Tabitha White (NSL) 
 
 
Weddings 
 
27th May Barbara & John Stone (Corston) 
4th June Hayley & Lawrence Slade (NSL)    

 
 
Funerals 
 
16th June Pauline Whittle (Saltford) 
24th June Paul Fear (Saltford) 
 
 

William Cross 
The family of Will Cross invites you to join them in a celebration of Will’s life, to be held at Bath Abbey on 
Tuesday 5th July 2016 at 12.30pm, followed by refreshments at Kingswood School, Lansdowne Road, Bath. 
BA1 5RG. All are welcome. No Black Please 

 
Copydate for the Newsletter 

 
Due to the summer holidays the August edition of the newsletter will be a double edition to include August 
& September. Copydate for this double edition of the newsletter will be 10th July at the latest. Please 
deliver all copy to the Parish Office. If you produce it on a computer, it would be a great help if you would 
please email it to: scnbenefice@gmail.com 

 
 
 St Mary’s Saltford 
www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk 
The Parish Office, St Mary’s Office, St Mary’s Church Hall, High 
Street, Saltford, BS31 3EL Tel: 01225 872275  
Email: scnbenefice@gmail.com 
Churchwardens: Dave Faulkner 01225 874133   
                               John Norris 01225 872750 

 
 

Circle of Friends  
Will not meet in July or August and I am sure you will enjoy these summer months with other activities. We 
will start again on Thursday 8 September 2016 at 7.30pm in the Church Hall, with a talk by Ron and Gina 
Prichard titled Fighting Blindness. This will explain about Retinitis Pigmentosa which affects some people. 
This will be interesting, humorous and informative. They have requested that we bring used postage 
stamps and old English or foreign coins, as they are able to raise funds for the Charity by selling them. 

Hilary Smedley 873179. 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
http://www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk/
mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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St Mary’s in 1975 
Saltford Environment Group, as part of its History of Saltford project, has published online the November 
1975 edition of St Mary’s Church magazine, then priced at 7d. This gives a fascinating insight into church and 
village life in the mid-1970s. This was when Saltford was served by a butchers shop on the Bath Road, a food 
store as well as a fresh fruit and vegetable shop in the High Street, and the Post Office also sold toys, 
cigarettes, tobacco and confectionary. 
 
Revd Stephen Wells was our Rector and Audrey Guthrie was running the Young Wives group and the Sunday 
School. The magazine featured an article about the new memorial window to the late Cecil Ewins that had 
recently been installed. It was commissioned by Mrs V Ewins, his widow, to mark the 10 years he had served 
as organist and choirmaster at St Mary’s. The designer of the window was Geoffrey Robinson, who had 
made windows for many churches in the area including Clifton College.  
 
The magazine with its old advertisements, names of past village folk involved in the life of the church, and 
articles about the harvest celebrations and a stewardship campaign,  will bring back memories for many 
parishioners. It can be found online on Saltford Environment Group’s website – simply go 
to  www.saltfordenvironmentgroup.org.uk – go to the “History of Saltford” section and select “St Mary’s 
Church”. If any resident does not have access to the internet but wishes to see the 1975 magazine, Saltford 
Library has a computer linked to the internet for public use. 

 
Phil Harding  
Saltford Environment Group 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOME GROUPS IN SALTFORD 
 

Tues Evening 
18 High Street, 7.45pm 

 
Wed Mornings 

 4 Roundmoor Close, 10am 
 

Wed Evening 
14 Golf Club Lane, 7.45pm 

5 Vernon Close, 8.00pm 
The Rectory 7.30pm 

 
Men’s Home Groups 

2nd Tuesday of the month 7.30pm 
2nd Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm 

 
If you would like information about 

 joining a home group or other opportunities for study across the Benefice,  
please contact 

Robin Dixon Tel. 01225 359014 
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Happy 25th Birthday to Saltford Day Centre Lunch Club! 
 

Twenty five years ago, in May 1991, a small group of people in Saltford had the vison of 
opening a “Day Centre” for elderly residents in the village to give them the opportunity to 
get out of their homes once a week to meet other people, have a lovely lunch and enjoy a 
range of activities. Twenty five years later sixteen older members of our community still 
meet on a Thursday in the Hinton Close Meeting Room for coffee, lunch, tea and cake plus 

a game of bingo, perhaps a quiz, a talk or some gentle chair exercises and the opportunity to play 
dominoes, scrabble or the popular Rummikub.  Over the years the Day Centre has been run and supported 
a wonderful team of voluntary helpers, cooks and drivers. 
 

The twenty fifth anniversary was celebrated at the AGM in May with tea and cake – and what a cake! – a 
delicious decorated sponge which was really too beautiful to cut. But it was cut – by two of the founding 
volunteers – Molly James and Audrie Guthrie helped by Audrey Nash who coordinated the Day Centre for 
over ten years until 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are currently 42 volunteers including fourteen drivers and we all agree that being part of the Day 
Centre team is a privilege and great fun. There is currently a waiting list for membership but if you would 
like more information about joining us as a member, or a volunteer, please contact Claire Brodie 01225 
873598, Sue Dixon 01225 359014 or ring our Day Centre phone 07505 178 520 and leave a message.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
++++ 

Teen Church Saltford 

 

Teaching, discussion, prayer,  
worship, songs.  

 
Make new friends, while having fun! 

 
1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 

11.15 - 12.15pm 
Refreshments on arrival  
(from 11am onwards) 

 

 

  Coffee Shop 

 

 
The coffee shop meets at Hinton Close 

Meeting Room. Saltford 

10–11.30am every Friday. Hot drinks and 

biscuits only 50p! 

 All are welcome. 
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All Saints, Corston 
www.allsaintscorston.org.uk 
Parish Office Tel: 01225 872275 
Churchwardens: Liz Acton 01225 873955 
                              Diane Phillips 01225 873643  
                                
 
 

 
July 
Saturday     2nd         -              No Village Market in July, August or September 
Thursday                7th   7.30pm Corston PCC meets in Church 
Wednesday 13th  12 noon Soup & Pudding Lunch, Corston Village Hall 
Saturday   16th     2-5pm Corston County Fair 
 

 
 

 
 Corston Country Fair 
 
Corston Country Fair takes place this year on the 16th July at 2pm. There will be the usual wide range of 
crafts and stalls, including the cake and plant stall. There will be a tea tent, beer tent, and ice creams on 
sale. The dog show is always popular, as is the parade of classic cars. There are also some great prizes to be 
won in the raffle. There may also be a fly-past by a Lancaster bomber.  
All we need now is some fine weather! 
 
 
Pet Service 
All creatures great and small were welcomed to a Pet service on June 
19th at All Saints, Corston - 14 dogs, and a hamster called Smokey 
were blessed along with their owners! 
 
 
 
 
CORSTON SUMMER CONCERT by the Lorien Ensemble - 19th June 2016  
Just occasionally you get to a concert that “takes off” – and when that happens, it’s a thrilling experience. 
This was a concert which took off spectacularly. The Lorien Ensemble, led by violinist Lorna Osbon and her 
husband Matthew Bale, gave the packed audience in Corston church an evening which we will remember 
for a long time. The 7 musicians – 3 violins, viola, cello, double bass and harpsichord – made splendid use 
of the space provided by our re-ordered chancel, and the acoustics of the church lent themselves to their 
music. 
The first half whetted our appetite with a whistle stop musical tour starting in Germany  (Pachelbel’s 
famous Canon,  originally composed for J S Bach’s eldest brother’s wedding), France, Venice (a Vivaldi aria 
beautifully sung by Diane Phillips’ granddaughter Alice Bird), contrasting violin music from tender Spain 
and fiery Argentina, and, as a tribute to HM The Queen, Sir Peter Maxwell Davies’ much-loved “Farewell to 
Stromness”. 
The second half consisted of a full performance of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons. I thought I knew this music, but I 
have never heard so much in it before: as they would say at Glastonbury “it rocked”. Lorna and her 

http://www.allsaintscorston.org.uk/
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musicians were no longer 7 individuals: they played as one, seemingly inspiring each other with their 
energy and insight as much as they inspired us. I did not know that Vivaldi had provided a poetic 
commentary on his music, and Lorna used this to explain what we should listen out for in each piece. And 
so, as well as birdsong, gentle breezes and rustic singing and dancing, we also heard barking dogs, a drunk 
reeling home, and the sounds of deep slumber. But Lorna also pointed out the ominous undercurrent 
which flows through these pieces: the storm that is never far away, with its thunder and hailstones always 
threatening to disrupt the rural idyll; an injured stag which is hunted down mercilessly; the chill winter 
winds which course through the house, despite locked windows and doors. Vivaldi was a born and bred 
Venetian, and his is the city-dweller’s view of nature, very different (then as now) from that of his country 
cousins. 
We are so grateful to Lorna and Matthew for giving us this wonderful concert, which also raised very useful 
funds for the Corston Church Preservation Trust.                                                      Anthony Acton 
 

              ++++ 

 
 
Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe 
www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk 
Parish Office Tel: 01225 872275 
Churchwardens: Rosemary Denning 01225 872617  
                              Ian Tadd 01225 426489 

 
 
The Queens birthday celebrations on June 5th was a very happy occasion. We started with a special service 
led by Daile in Church at 4pm followed by a tea party in the Village Hall at 5pm. This event brought 
everyone together to pay tribute to Her Majesty the Queen and her amazing service to our country and 
commonwealth. 
  
The service on July 3rd will be to celebrate Trevor Ewins 35 years as a Reader in the 3 villages and to 
welcome Revd Sandy Murray to our Benefice, also to license 12 people who have volunteered to act as 
Pastoral Assistants. The service is at 4pm led by the Archdeacon. The service will be followed by 
refreshments at the Duchy office – everyone is invited. 
 

++++ 
A Safe and Welcoming Church for All 
The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton is committed to making the church a safe and welcoming 
place for all through the implementation of our Safeguarding and Safe Recruitment Guidelines. If you have 
any safeguarding concerns regarding children, young people or vulnerable adults, please contact Revd 
Daile Wilshere 01225 355910 or Mrs Sue Dixon, our Safeguarding Officer on 01225 359014. 
Do you have any suggestions on how we can make our church a ‘welcoming’ church for all, then please let 
us know? 

  

The Benefice Safeguarding and Safer Recruitment Policy has been updated and outlines our commitment 
to the welcome, care, and protection of all in our church community. All those with responsibility within 
the Churches will be attending Safeguarding training in the coming months and this training is open to 
anyone in the congregation who would like to know more. The first session is on Monday 11 July in The 
Newton Room, 7.00pm for a prompt 7.15 start. Please contact the Benefice Office, Daile, or Sue Dixon if 
you would like to attend   

++++ 
 

http://www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk/
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A Message from Bishop Ruth 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

The end is in sight!  No, I’m not talking about the EU result (whatever that is – at time of writing this we 
haven’t yet had the election!), I’m talking about the end of term and the long summer holiday period 
beckoning our children and young people to put the cares of exams aside. 
 
I remember those school holidays as seemingly endless days of sun and relaxation.  Building tents in the 
garden around the swing and sleeping out.  Packing up picnics and fishing for tiddlers in the local stream. 
Halcyon days!  But of course, it wasn’t really like that. Well, not all the time… 
 
We often look back with rose-tinted specs, remembering the golden days nostalgically when life was good 
and there were happy endings.  Those of us who have been vicars know that it was always our predecessor 
who got it right and rarely ourselves! But why not make the most of those opportunities today, when the 
sun is shining and all is well in the world, to celebrate and give thanks to God for his goodness in the here 
and now? 
 
We all need to take time to stop and view, to catch our breath and acknowledge the graces of God in our 
lives. To mark a ‘holy day’. A little more fun, relaxation and play would do us all good and help us regain 
strength, energy and vigour for the tasks ahead.  So let’s encourage our children or grandchildren to enjoy 
their ‘hol(y)days’ - and let’s join in ourselves! 

+ Ruth Taunton 

++++ 
 
Holiday Bible Club 
Keynsham Elim Church are excited to tell you that this year we will be running an EPIC SUPERKIDS SPACE 
ACADEMY Holiday Club for all children aged 4-11 years. It will be a week packed full of fun activities as well 
as taking part in an EPIC mission to find out how our world began. On our spaceship we will fly through the 
stars to discover the mystery of how we ended up on this amazing planet! Can your children and their 
friends help us with our mission? 
 

Registration at Keynsham Elim Church: Friday 15th July/alternatively the easier way is to register your 
children online at www.SKspaceacademy.eventbrite.co.uk – But don’t forget to bring your tickets to the 
first day of the Holiday Club as your children will need their ticket to board the spaceship. 

 
 

 
Where: Keynsham Elim Church, Balmoral Road. 
Dates: Monday 25th July – Friday 29th July. 
Time: 10am – 12.30pm every day. 
Graduation ceremony: Thursday 28th July, 6 – 7.30pm. 

 
 
 

The Graduation ceremony is open to all family members and friends of the family, to see your children 
collect their Space credentials, if they have completed their mission throughout the week. After the 
ceremony we will be having a BBQ for everyone who attends – so come and join us for a special evening of 
celebration and yummy food!  
 

++++ 

http://www.skspaceacademy.eventbrite.co.uk/
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 July 3rd 

Trinity 6 
July 10th 
Trinity 7 

July 17th 
Trinity 8 

July 24th 
Trinity 9 

July 31st 
Trinity 10 

Saltford 
Holy 

Communion 
Wednesdays at 

930am 
6th  DW 
13th DW 
20th MS 
27th KP 

 

 
9.30am 

Holy 
Communion 

K Plant 
Revd D 

Wilshere 
 

6.30pm 
No Service  - 

see NSL 

8am HC (CW) 
Revd D 

Wilshere 
 

9.30am Family 
Worship 
 Revd D 

Wilshere 
Family Worship 

Team 
 

 
9.30am Holy 
Communion 

K Plant 
Revd D 

Wilshere 
 
 

6.30pm 
Evening 
Worship 
Revd D 

Wilshere 
Café Worship 

Team 

8am HC (BCP) 
Revd C Hare 

 
9.30am 

Morning 
Worship 

Revd C Hare 

9.30am  
Benefice Holy 
Communion 
(Sunday Club 

in Church Hall) 
R Dixon 

Revd S Munday 
 

 
 

 

Corston 

Midweek HC 
Wed 6th July 
230pm at St 
Teresa’s DW 

Thursdays at 
10am 

14th  DW 
21st DW 

28th Lay Led 

 
 

11.15am 
Holy 

Communion 
A Jenner 
Revd D 

Wilshere 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6.30pm 
Holy 

Communion 
Revd D 

Wilshere 

 
 

11.15am 
Family 

Worship 
Lay Team 

 
 
 

 
 

6.30pm 
Evensong 

Corston Lay  
Worship Team 

 
 

No Service 

Newton  
St Loe 

Village Praise 
4pm 

Celebration of 
Ministry 

(Celebrating 35 years of 
ministry as a reader for T 

Ewins and a formal 
welcome to Rev S Munday 

and commissioning of 
LPAs) 

AD A Piggott 
Revd D 

Wilshere 

11.15am 
Family Worship 

T Austin 
 

11.15am 
Morning 
Worship 
T Austin  

11.15am 
Holy 

Communion 
Revd C Hare 

 
No Service 

 

 
 
 




