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Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 

Three Parishes Newsletter 

April & May 2017 
 

 

 
Dear Friends 
While writing this in February for the April/May issue I began to think about where we will be when we 
read this. We will be coming to the end of Lent – will we have  hopefully enjoyed our pancakes on Shrove 
Tuesday, been ashed on Ash Wednesday and given up a favourite food or drink, prepared for Easter by 
perhaps reading something appropriate, attending the Benefice Lent courses? Will we have joined in, 
metaphorically, waving palm branches on Palm Sunday before the memorable events of Holy Week with 
Maundy Thursday and the sadness of Good Friday culminating in the joyous celebrations of Easter Day? 
My mind turned to how celebrations are so often associated by special foods – the pancakes of Shrove 
Tuesday, the ‘fasting’ during Lent, the temporary reprieve of Simnel cake on Mothering Sunday, the hot 
cross buns on Good Friday, the eggs both chocolate and real, as well as Easter biscuits on Easter Day. The 
chocolate nests with eggs made by the children and maybe the wearing of decorated Easter bonnets! 
The other traditions associated with Easter – the removal of frontals on the altar in church and flowers 
during Lent in preparation for the model gardens of Gethsemane with initially the sealed tomb and then 
the stone rolled away on Easter day – the glorious beauty and fragrance of the Easter lilies. 
The singing of well known Easter hymns – There is a green hill far away, The strife is o’er, Jesus Christ is 
risen today Alleluia! Thine be the glory, to name a few. 
And all of this to celebrate the wonders of our risen Lord and Saviour. Arguably the greatest festival in our 
church’s year. 
I came across this poem by Liz Varley (in a book called Eggs and Ashes by Ruth Burgess and Chris Polhill.) 
which seems to encapsulate our often mixed feelings about the challenges and joy of Easter. I offer it to 
you… 
The Sabbath day was over (Easter morning song based on Mark 16:1-8) 
The Sabbath day was over, and through the grey of dawn                                                                          
The women crept in silence, bewildered and forlorn,                                                                                                     
To find the borrowed grave where their Master had been laid                                                                 
And offer love’s last homage although they were afraid. 
The tomb was broken open, the guard had fled away,                                                                                
The empty grave-clothes gleamed in the rising light of day.                                                                       
The body had been taken, no knowing why or how;                                                                                               
The spices and the sweet ointments had lost their purpose now. 
A stranger told the news that as yet they could not see:                                                                           
‘The Crucified is living, he waits in Galilee.                                                                                                       
Go tell his friends to follow; speak out, be not dismayed!’                                                                        
They ran, but spoke to no one, because they were afraid. 
By mystery of your Spirit you gave their message voice,                                                                             
The dumb were made to speak and the grieving to rejoice;                                                                         
For somewhere on their journey in truth they met with you:                                                                   
From death and dread and silence the word of life broke through. 
We fear your resurrection, unfathomable Lord;                                                                                              
To follow you will cost us more than we dare afford.                                                                                     
But yet the Gospel fires us: the price of love is paid,                                                                                    
And we will not keep silence – though we are still afraid. 
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Finally I found this in a second hand ASB bought in a charity shop on a beautifully written card tucked 
inside…   
‘Almighty God, we offer Thee our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Send us out into the world in the power of Thy Spirit to live and work to Thy praise and glory. Amen.  
Happy Easter. 

 
Best wishes from Teresa 

 

Parish Registers 
 
Baptisms 
Theo Willett 25th February (Saltford)    
Tyler Camfield 18th March (Saltford) 
Eliose Zerk 18th March (Corston) 
 
 
Weddings 
Chelsey Tooke & Thomas Camfield 18th March (Saltford) 
 
 
Funerals  
Dora Taylor 9th February (Saltford) 
Leonard Smith 14th February (Saltford) 
Audrie Guthrie 18th February (Saltford) 
Edna Petch 27th February (Saltford) 
Olive Wilkinson 3rd March (Saltford) 

 
Important information regarding the future of 

 The Three Parishes Magazine 
 
Every two months many are blessed to receive a copy of our newsletter. For some who 
can no longer attend, or perhaps never attend it is perhaps their only way of keeping in 
touch with the church.  
 
Can you help to keep this going? 
 
Future Magazines 
As you are probably already aware a meeting of the Three Parishes Magazine Editorial committee in 
November decided that in 2017 there will be changes to the frequency of the magazine. This year, the 
magazine will be produced every two months. Factors contributing to this decision include financial cost, a 
decrease in editorial copy and time constraints on our Rector and administrator. This decision can be 
changed if we are able to find a volunteer who can help with the compilation of the magazine.  
 
Calling All Budding Journalists 
The editorial team of the Three Parishes Newsletter would like to invite you to contribute short articles, as 
well as photos to our newsletter, so that we can share our stories with others across the benefice. Please 
send any articles to scnbenefice@gmail.com, and we will try to include them. If you are not sure if it is the 
sort of thing we are looking for, have a word with Howard Griffiths or Daile first.   
 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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A Praying Community 

Opportunities to pray across the Benefice 
 

Monday 7pm    Silent Prayer  - an opportunity to pray silently with others in St Mary’s Church, Saltford 
Thursday 9am   Morning Prayer -  in All Saints Corston 
 
Prayer Meetings 
Each week in Saltford people meet to pray in people’s homes, please see the weekly notice sheet for 
details of where and when these take place – they are open to everyone. 
Prayer Book 
 If you would like prayer for yourself or for someone else, each church has a prayer book in which you 
can write the names of those you would like us to remember in our prayers.  
One to one 
There are people available to pray with you if you have a particular need or find something within the 
service has challenged or inspired you. Please speak to one of the wardens, readers or clergy and they 
will find someone who is willing to pray with you. Alternatively, if when you receive Communion, just 
speak to the Rector and she will pray for you then.  

 
 

 

  

Copydate for the next newsletter will be 10th May at the latest. Please deliver all copy to the Parish Office. 
If you produce it on a computer, it would be a great help if you would please email it to: 
scnbenefice@gmail.com 
Thank you for your support 
The Three Parishes Editorial Team 

 

 

How Do You Pray 
 

On the 18th of January Maggie and I spent the day in Key West, Florida……not our first choice of 
location……noisy, brash and unashamedly touristy, but nevertheless fascinating and enjoyable! 
Walking around, exploring, we came to the cathedral and went inside. It is quite a small building situated 
on the corner of a very busy crossroads. 
It was made welcoming by open doors and informative, helpful and encouraging material to look at if 
visitors wished. 
As we sat there I wondered, had we come there to pray, or just to sit quietly where God’s people in Key 
West met to worship? And how would those two things be different? 
To start with I found the noise coming in from outside disturbing. The outside world and all its noise and 
‘busyness’ was ever present. However, I noticed that the doors opening from the street were wedged 
open! 
What an amazing silent reminder! We do not turn aside from the world to pray/meet with God. We turn 
our attention to God in the world! God is with us at all times and in all places. There is no place where God 
is not. 
The folk who worship in the episcopal cathedral in Key West made a happy day blessed in more ways than 
one…..without saying a word! 
Prayer is a precious privilege granted by our gracious and ever-present God, and we are talking about it. 

Let us pray.    
Ken Plant  
 
 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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Come and join us in St 
Mary’s Church Hall on 

4-6pm on Sunday 
2nd April 2017 

 
for our first ever Messy Easter! 

 
Messy Church is a way of being church for families involving 

creativity, hospitality and welcome, or simply fun and food for all 
ages!  It involves a variety of activities, a simple act of worship and 

ends with supper and refreshments for all.  
 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
 

All children must be accompanied by an adult. 
For further information, please contact the Parish Office 

on 01225 872275 or email scnbenefice@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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Situations Vacant - Can you help?  
 
We are looking for people to: 
 

 help with setting up of Holy Communion for our service on Wednesday 
mornings at 930am?  

 help with our Sunday School?  
 

If you would like further information please get in touch with Daile. 
 
 

An Invitation to Afternoon Tea 
 

Daile and the Pastoral Assistants held a tea party in the Church hall on Sunday, 26th February, for people 
who had been bereaved. The tables were laden with good things – pretty cloths, flowers and all varieties of 
home-made cakes. People came from all walks of life and all age groups, many who wouldn’t have met in 
‘normal’ life for a chat but their shared experiences brought them together. 
It was a relaxed, friendly, safe place to be in good company and perhaps share grief and memories.  
I talked with a friend about our husband’s ashes and how we might pledge a rose bush or seat in their 
memory in the proposed Memorial Garden beside St Mary’s, which will be a very special place. 
By the time you read this we will have had a second ‘forget-me-not’ tea party and there will be more. 
On Sunday, April 23rd there will be a springtime service to remember our loved ones, where we can join 
together in lighting a candle and saying a prayer for them. This will be at Corston -  judging by last year, we 
wouldn’t all fit into St Mary’s! 
Look out for the details and come and join with us in these special times of sharing, mourning and 
celebrating the lives of those we have lost. 
Judy Penny 

 

Are you sitting comfortably? 
 

It's probable that all who read this have been on the bus into Bath and heard the recorded voice say 'The 
next stop is Comfortable Place; Comfortable Place'. Right by the bus stop is a building of that name. 
 
Most if us at some time have looked forward to a better time perhaps an easier job, winning or inheriting 
money, a settled time in a new home or environment where we can be comfortable and comfortably off. 
 
There is another way for those who enjoy the Lord's favour and salvation. The Scriptures are full of the 
calling of men and women of faith. Hebrews Chapter 11, for example, lists many who lived and died by 
faith and not by sight. In the New Testament we learn that Jesus did not come to be comfortable but to 
serve. Innumerable followers since the Resurrection have found God's call unsettling but ultimately 
rewarding. 
 
As Christian believers, it is always a good time to 'listen up' and be ready to be uncomfortable for the 
Gospel. God calls us and enables us to do good works for Him. We may hear the call of God to do 
something simple or demanding at any time at any age. 
 
'Obedience is better than sacrifice' (The Bible.1 Samuel 15 verse 22) There may be discomfort and 
disruption to our lives but also joy in 'our service'. 

Here I am Lord ….      



 6 



 7 

 
News from All Saints, Corston 

 

                             

  News from the Tower 
     

The following article appeared in a recent edition of the Farmborough Newsletter. No doubt it, 
will be of interest to some members of the Corston congregation. 
 

People who can hear Farmborough bells will know that occasionally there are longer lengths of ringng 
that the usual 5 minute bursts! These are usually Qauter Peals, with 1260 changes taking 40-45 minutes. 
Full Peals (5040 changes taking around 2 ¾ hours) are rare at Farmborough, the last one being when a 
visiting team from Berkshire came in January 2014. However, it is good to report that some of the Corston 
and Newton St Loe ringers were successful in ringing a Peal on Tuesday, 27th December. This consisited of 
5040 changes in 7 different methods which took 2hours and 43 minutes. 
The late Harold Parfrey learnt to ring at Farmborough and was a memeber of the Bath and Wells Ringers 
Association under Farmborough from 1936 to 1938. His name is etched on one of the church handbells 
dating from 1973, these being purcheased by the ringers after a ‘Public subscription’ campaign round the 
village. He also conducted the first recorded quarter peal in the tower, on 12th May 1937, rung to 
commemorate the Coronation of HM King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. 
After war service, Harold met and married Elizabeth (Bette) and after a couple of years ringing in Bath, 
they moved to Corston tower where they rang from 1948.Sadly, Harold died in 1968 but Bette was a 
tower of strength at Corston until her death last June. I remember a visit I made many years ago to the 
local WI to talk about bells and ringing, when Bette, unaware that Harold’s name was on one of our 
handbells, was delighted to be able to ring it. Other memers of the family have visited Farmborough from 
time ot time, including Harold’s son David, his wife Debbie and daughters Phillipa and Helena. 
David and Debbie conceived the idea of a Peal at Farmborough to be a ‘first’ for Phillipa and Helena, and 
to celebrate the lives of Harold and Bette. They were joined by Robert Perry and Nicki Lang from Newton 
St Loe and we are pleased to report that their efforts were successful. 
Michael Horseman 

 
 

Quiz Night    
 
We had another of our very enjoyble Quiz nights on the 21st January. As always, Sophie’s penetating 
questions made us realise how little we knew about some subjects,  sometimes surprising us at  things we 
did know!  An ‘interval’ not only rested our brains but enabled us to enjoy an excellent fish and chip 
supper, followed by desserts and coffee. Our grateful thanks are due to Sue Harrison and her team for 
giving us such an enjoyable evening. 
The occasion was profitable too - £220 was raised for Church funds. This evening was a sell-out – when can 
we have the next one?? 
 
 

Big Breakfast   
 

If you have not sampled a “Big Breakfast” before, then you have a treat in store – good food and good 
company. If you are a ‘regular’ you will need no introduction to this very pleasant occasion. So do join us at 
the next Big Breakfast on Sunday April 23rd, 9am – 12 noon. English £4 including toast, cereal & juice or 
continental £2 - It’s very good. 
 

Watch this space for more details on the Open Gardens in Corston Village on July 2nd and Teas in the hall. 
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“SUMMER CLASSICS”  

A concert in Corston Church by the Lorien Ensemble 
 

Corston Church Preservation Trust are delighted that the Lorien Ensemble, led by Lorna Osbon and 

Matthew Bale, are returning to Corston for what promises to be another wonderful Summer evening 

of great music.  Last year’s “Four Seasons” concert by the Lorien Ensemble was a triumph, and a sell-

out. This year’s programme promises if anything to be even more exciting – it includes JS Bach’s 

great 5th Brandenburg concerto, with its fast and furious harpsichord solo, a gorgeous flute Concerto 

by Vivaldi, Barber’s beautiful Adagio for Strings (who could forget when it was performed at the 

Proms just after 9/11?) and for good measure another chance to hear “Summer” from Vivaldi’s Four 

Seasons.  
 

These concerts are held annually by the Corston Church Preservation Trust, which exists for the sole 

purpose of raising funds towards the cost of maintaining the church building. The Trust has already 

provided substantial sums to the PCC towards paying off the loan for essential tower repairs, and has 

offered to help with the cost of two other significant items of repair work now being considered. 
 

Tickets are £12.50 (£8 for schoolchildren) and are available from Anthony & Liz Acton (873955), 

Rosemary Thompson (873688), Roger Blackman (874556), 

Martin Seymour (873677) , Malcolm and Liz McDowall (01275 331797) and the Corston Village 

Stores. The price includes a programme and refreshments. 
 

This will sell out again, so please don’t leave it too late to get your tickets! 
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                               Messy Church at Corston 
 

Come and join us in Corston Village Hall at 2-3.30pm on Saturday 15th April 2017 for our 
first ever Messy Easter! 

 

We look forward to welcoming you 
 

All children must be accompanied by an adult. 
For further information, please contact the Parish Office 

on 01225 872275 or email scnbenefice@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Bellringing at Corston & Newton St Loe for April & May 
 

Friday 7th April - Corston 7.30pm 

Friday 14th April no ringing in Holy Week (Good Friday) 

Easter Sunday 16th April Service ringing at Corston (am) 

Friday 21st April - Newton St Loe 7.30pm 

Friday 28th April - Corston 7.30pm 

Monday 1st May (May Day) We are ringing to open the May Day  

proceedings and giving 'taster' bellringing sessions after (NSL) 

 

Friday 5th May - Newton St Loe 7.30pm 

Friday 12th May - Corston 7.30pm 

Friday 19th May - Newton St Loe 7.30pm 

Friday 26th May - Corston 7.30pm 
 
If you are interested in learning to ring or would like to look at the bells and find out what goes on upstairs 
in the belfry, please get in touch and we'd love to 'show you the ropes!' We have ringers of all ages and 
you don't have to be very strong or even musical to be able to ring bells. I promise your feet will stay firmly 
on the floor too!          
Nicki Lang - Tower Captain, Newton St Loe  (01761 568729) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What is it? 

It’s definitely for you if you love Psalm 139. 

It may not be for you if you think it’s important to understand the Trinity. 

 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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News from Newton St Loe 

 

Bill Pawsons 
 
The sad news of Bill Pawsons death prompted memories of the many years that he and Audrey lived in 
Newton.  Bill was in the Army and was posted to Newton Park in the 1940’s where he met Audrey, he 
served overseas and returned to Newton after the War when he and Audrey were married .Bill was 
involved in many Newton village activities especially the Church – he was appointed Churchwarden in the 
time of Rev. Graham Hopper, Bll later became Church Treasurer and founder Chairman of the ‘Friends of 
Newton Church’ which organised many fund raising events for the Church, notably the Christmas Carol 
Service ( with a large choir, candlelight, mince pies, and mulled wine) then the start of the May Day 
festivities which involved the whole village and the ‘Son et Lumiere’ when Bill played the part of Roger de 
Stockley, the first recorded Rector the Newton St.Loe this was performed in Church and was highly praised, 
mainly due to the work of Dr. David Lloyd. Bill was well known for his apple pies and raffle skills. He loved 
Newton and there will be a service later in the year when his ashes will be laid to with those of his beloved 
wife Audrey. We all send sympathy and thanks to Wendy for her care of Bill and helped him to keep in 
touch with his friends in the village. 
  

 
Womens day of Prayer 
 

The annual service of the Womens World day of Prayer was held at Saltford Church Hall on Friday 3rd 
March. The service was prepared by the women of the Phillipines with the theme of ‘Am I being unfair to 
you?’  The service  made us think of the hardships and difficulties they face – as they began to write the 
service and prepare material for it Typhoon Haiyan struck the Phillipines and caused much destruction. Life 
on the Islands goes on despite natural disasters and difficult living conditions as the economy is based on 
agriculture. Our lovely service was led by Teresa who also provided material for our table .The colourful 
cover of the service sheet reflects the themes of Fairness, Balance and Justice on one side and darker 
colours to reflect on the opposite whilst holding on to the truth that God is a fair and Just God. During the 
service everyone received a small bag of rice as a memento and as the readers finished their pieces they 
moved to the front and at the end of the service everyone joined hands and said the Grace to each other 
after singing ‘the day Thou gavest Lord is ended.’ We then enjoyed tea and coconut cakes. Thanks to 
Teresa and Meg our pianist for their wonderful help and to everyone who contributed and for joining us. 
 

 

May Day Country Market – Bank Holiday Monday 
1st MAY 11am - 4pm 

 
Come and enjoy a couple of  hours relaxation roaming around the 
village. There will be the usual entertainment (including dog show), 
stalls and good food.  Also a chance to have a go at bell ringing.  
There will also be raffle tickets on sale with the chance of winning 
some wonderful prizes this year – Why not come and view them at 
the Duchy office! We look forward to seeing you. 

 
Christian Aid 
 
On Sunday 26th February Fiona Daborn gave us an insight into how the money we raise 
in the benefice for Christian Aid is used. We are currently supporting a project to 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christian+ai+logo&id=F9D7E5FEAB758A26589AD43F10DEF0B868FAD1B1&FORM=IQFRBA
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provide healthier futures for women and girls in Ethiopia which has some of the world’s highest rates of 
maternal, neonatal and child mortality  
 
The Soup and Cheese lunch held on March 4th raised £822 towards this project.  A large number of people 
gathered on a beautifully sunny day to enjoy the food and each other’s company.  But we still need to raise 
almost another £1000 in order to honour our commitment. 
 
Next up is Christian Aid week starting on May 15th.  Money collected from the door to door visits is 
deemed to be ‘unrestricted funds’,  used to pay for the cost of running the organisation but it also allows 
Christian Aid to respond to emergency situations worldwide. I have collected from door to door for many 
years. Each time I dread going out, but as soon as I do I am encouraged by the friendliness and generosity 
of the people I meet. Of course there are many good causes that people support and we have to accept 
that Christian Aid may not be top of their list! One of the most daunting incidents happened several years 
ago in Reading.  We were asked to collect in a street where a large group of Hell’s Angels were living.  The 
door to the house was reinforced metal normally secured by several large padlocks. As we approached the 
house we could see an intimidating number of huge, bearded, leather clad men gathered round their 
motor bikes. Gulp! As soon as we explained what we were doing, several empty envelopes were taken 
from us into the house and returned shortly afterwards filled with coins. Proves you can’t judge a book by 
its cover!  Would you be prepared to help this year?  
Pat Stevens pmstevens@tiscali.co.uk 350242      
Julia Norris julia.norris2@btinternet.com 872750. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
A Message from Bishop Peter 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

I was on the London Underground recently and saw an advert: ‘Personal Beauty Delivered to you at your 
Home’.  It was advertising beauty products.  It made me think however what it would be like if beauty could 
be ordered on the internet and delivered to the front door.  Could a package that came through our 
letterbox really transform us? For beauty is of course much more than how we look on the outside.  Beauty 
is a thing of the heart. True beauty comes from within. Indeed everything in God’s creation is beautiful.  As 
Confucius  said: ‘Everything has beauty, but not everyone sees it.’ And the Psalmist declared that everyone 
is beautiful, for we are all ‘fearfully and wonderfully made’.  We are all made in the image of God himself 
and God is the source of all beauty. 
 

So as we finish our journey through Lent we need to remember that giving up alcohol, biscuits or chocolate 
alone won’t make us beautiful.  And as we come to Easter and the shops are filled with chicks and eggs and 
Easter bunnies we need to remember that it is not ultimately what we do, how we look, or what we have 
that makes us beautiful. Beauty, true beauty, comes through the cross and the resurrection. Our lives are 
changed not by what we stop eating, or what creams we might put on our faces. It is the Holy Spirit who 
truly transforms our lives, so that we become the people God is calling us to become.  When Jesus spoke to 
the woman at the well he said that the water he gives is like a spring of water welling up to eternal life. Her 
response was to say to Jesus ‘Give me this water’. May that be our prayer too: ‘Lord, give us the water of 
life, that we might become more like Jesus.’ 
                                                                                                                   +Peter Bath & Wells 

 

What is it? 

It could well be for you if you don’t find ‘answers’ satisfying. 

It may not be for you if you enjoy debating questionable issues. 
 

 

mailto:pmstevens@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:julia.norris2@btinternet.com
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Thank God for Mum 

 
“Yippee!” yelled George as he thundered down the stairs and grabbed the assorted pile 
of letters that had cascaded through the letterbox.  “Birthday cards!” 
Today was George’s birthday, he was ten years old today; a very special day in the life of 
any little boy, and George was especially thrilled when he saw this great pile of post in 
the hallway.  He was soon sorting through them with mounting excitement.  Were they 
really all going to be for him?  He paused, no this one was addressed to his mother. 
“Mum,” he called down the hall, “Mum, there’s a letter here for you, but there are 
eleven for me.  Isn’t that great?  Eleven cards  just for me!” 
George’s mother came smiling into the hall, wiping her hands down her apron.  “Why, 
that’s wonderful George.  Happy birthday  my love.”  She kissed him, sharing his excitement on this happy 
occasion.  George took his own cards into the lounge and left his mother in the hall to open her solitary 
letter.   
As she read quickly through the closely written pages, her brow creased into a frown.  She had recognised 
the writing on the envelope the moment George had given it to her.  It was from her sister in Cornwall, but 
the news it contained was not good.  Her sister, that would be George’s Auntie Flo, lived with their mother 
in a little cottage by the seaside.  George loved the week in the summer when he would go and stay with 
his grandmother and Aunty Flo.  Now it seemed that Aunty Flo had to go into hospital for a week and 
needed George’s mother to go down to Cornwall to look after his grandmother until Aunty Flo came out. 
George came out into the hall bubbling over with excitement.  Some of the cards had money in them.  
“What’s the matter Mum?”  George could see that all was not well. 
“It looks as if I shall have to go down to Cornwall next week George to look after Grandma.  Do you think 
that you and Dad can cope without me?” 
George was silent for a moment, which was unusual for George.  Nothing like this had happened to him 
before.  Then his face brightened and he replied, “Of course we can.  After all, there isn’t much to do is 
there?” 
A wry smile flitted across his mother’s face as she replied, “Well done George.  I knew you wouldn’t mind 
too much.  You’ll be able to practice some of that cooking you were doing for your Cook’s Badge at Cubs.” 
“Yeah,” agreed George, “if Dad doesn’t mind being poisoned!” 
And so it was that the day passed.  George had all his friends round to a party in the afternoon.  All went 
swimming at the Leisure Centre before coming home for a scrumptious tea and some party games.  
Everyone had a wonderful time and George had almost forgotten that his mother was going away until he 
saw her case in the hall just before he went to bed. 
The first meal without his mother was Sunday lunch.  “Oh dear,” said George, “what’s this supposed to be 
Dad?  Is it meant to have this black skin?” 
“Ah well George,” began his father, “it is a small joint of beef, but I think it was in the oven too long.  Never 
mind though, they say charcoal is good for you.” 
“I don’t like the look of it,” persisted George, “and why can’t I cut the potatoes?” 
“You know George, you really are a fusspot.  Just eat up, there’s a good boy,” scolded his father. 
“Oh goodness,” thought George, “and this is only the first day.  Still there’s nothing else to go wrong.” 
To fill in the details of that fateful week, I have been given permission by George to use his diary.  It goes 
like this: 
 

Sunday:  (Evening) Had baked beans for tea, but they were burnt on the bottom and stone cold on 
top.  No hot water bottle in bed tonight. 

Monday:  Late for school.  Dad overslept and then couldn’t get the stove lit.  Only  had cornflakes for 
breakfast.  Burnt my foot on the hot water bottle tonight. 

Tuesday:  Couldn’t find my school socks.  Dad couldn’t find them either.  Took so long that we had to 
go without breakfast.  Went to school in odd socks – one grey and one brown.  Everybody  
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  laughed at me.  Am having school dinners this week as Dad can’t get my packed lunch.  I 

simply love school dinners! 
  Super Supper.  Dad went out and bought fish and chips after trying for half an hour to open 

a can of soup with a screwdriver.  Got my own hot water bottle tonight – scalded my hand. 
Wednesday: Hand very painful, but had to go to school ‘cos nobody was at home to look after me.  

Couldn’t write ‘cos of my hand.  My teacher thought I was faking it as I didn’t have a note.  
Spilt powder paint all over me. 

  This evening the washing machine broke down – clogged up with powder paint probably!  
No clean clothes for tomorrow. 

  Went to Cubs tonight – did not get my Cook’s Badge. 
Thursday: Had to wear my oldest play clothes.  My hand was better but I still had odd socks and no 

breakfast.  The alarm clock has bust and we were late getting up again.  Dad wondered if we 
could buy fish and chips for breakfast.  The carpets looked dreadful so after school I 
volunteered to do some hovering.   I did three rooms and then had to go to my room with 
exhaustion.  Goodness knows how Mum does the whole house and the dusting and the 
washing and the cooking all at the same time.  She must be very strong – or magic! 

             Friday:  Had a letter from Mum this morning to say that she would be back tomorrow.  Phew!      
Thank goodness for that!  What with starvation, school dinners and exhaustion, I don’t think 
I can last much longer.  Roger told me at school today that this Sunday is Mothering Sunday.  
Just my luck!  Had to spend my pocket money on a box of chocolates for mum, but it has got 
to be worth it.  My Mum’s Magic! 

 
“Yippee!” yelled George as he thundered down the stairs.  The sound of the key turning in the front door 
brought him hurtling from his bedroom where he had been, so say, tidying up – to save his Mum a little bit 
of work as he put it. 
“Mum it’s super to have you back,” he whispered as he hugged her tightly whilst she still stood on the 
doormat. 
“It’s nice to be back George.  How have you been getting on without me?” 
“Ah well,” George paused, “it’s a long story, it’s been a long week and I’ve certainly learned something 
from it.” 
“Oh and what’s that George?  And by the way, what are those three big letter Ms doing hanging up in the 
porch?” enquired his mother. 
“That,” said George, “is what I have learnt this week whilst you haven’t been here and what I want to tell 
you tomorrow on Mothering Sunday – My Mum’s Magic!” 
            Written by David Cox 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is it? 

It may not be for you if you can explain your faith. 

It is very likely to be for you if you ‘know’ things you 

can’t prove. 
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Friends of Saltford Library 
 
The library is open 10am – 1pm and 2pm – 5pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays. On 
Saturdays it is manned by volunteers from 10am - 1pm. It is surprising the 
number and variety of books that are available and we urge local people to 
support it. 
 
There are only 20 seats in the library so please ring to book a place for the 
following events: 

 
Saltford Reading Groups: 
Monday 2.30pm contact Debbie Jackson 01225 335013 
Wednesday 2pm contact Cynthia Wilson 01225 874259 
 

 
On the first Friday of the month we have a Memories Group, where we share our memories (we have 
produced a book) from 10.30 - 12 noon, coffee 30p. 
 
Friday 7th April – A talk by ‘RP Fighting Blindness’, a charity which stimulates funding for research to find 
treatments for Retinitis Pigmentosa a disease of the eye that leads to blindness. We are collecting used 
postage stamps for them, please drop them into the library, if you have any to donate. 
 
Friday 5th May – A visit to Willsbridge Mill for coffee, a talk on the history of the Mill, a possible walk,  
followed by lunch (using shared cars). 
 
On Thursdays volunteers are in the library from 2.30 – 3.00pm to read stories and poems to 2-5 year 
olds.  We would welcome new families to this. 
 
Contact for all events is Cynthia Wilson 01225 874259 
 
 
 

St Mary’s Ebay Shop 
  

Your white elephant, bad buy, misfit, unwanted gift is our treasure.  
So far we have raised just shy of £100 courtesy of the 
Mallard/Stevens/Cox  “stuff”. If 3 of us can raise £100 then think how much we 
could all raise!!! 
 

So ..... Spring clean that garage, turn out that wardrobe, clear out that loft, if it’s 
moral and legal we will try to sell it for the St Mary’s coffers. 
 

Contact David and Vicki on 01225 354535 or allcoxes@blueyonder.co.uk   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:allcoxes@blueyonder.co.uk
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The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 
 

A Safe and Welcoming Church for All 
 

The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton is committed to making the Church a safe and welcoming 
place for all through the implementation of our Safeguarding and Safe Recruitment Guidelines. If you have 
any safeguarding concerns regarding children, young people or vulnerable adults, please contact Revd 
Daile Wilshere 01225 355910 or Mrs Sue Dixon, our Safeguarding Officer on 01225 359014. The Benefice 
Safeguarding and Safer Recruitment Policy has been updated and outlines our commitment to the 
welcome, care, and protection of all in our Church community. A copy is available for all to read in each of 
the Churches 
 
Benefice Contact Details 
 
The Parish Office, 
St Mary’s Church Hall, High Street, Saltford, BS31 3EL  
Tel: 01225 872275  
scnbenefice@gmail.com 
 
Rector: Revd Daile Wilshere  dailewilshere@live.co.uk   Tel: 01225 
872275  
 
St Mary’s Saltford   
www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Dave Faulkner 01225 874133 John Norris 01225 
872750 
PCC Email: lynnemould@btinternet.com 
 
Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe  
www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Ian Tadd 01225 426489    
PCC Email: newtonpcc@gmail.com 
 
All Saints, Corston  
www.allsaintscorston.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Liz Acton 01225 873955 Diane Phillips 01225 873643  
PCC Email: corstonpcc@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and 
Newton St Loe  

 
Annual Parochial Church Meetings 

6th April – Newton St Loe 
27th April – Corston 
23rd April – Saltford 

 

Please remember in prayer  
all who serve on the PCC’s 

across the benefice 
 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
mailto:dailewilshere@live.co.uk
http://www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk/
mailto:lynnemould@btinternet.com
http://www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk/
mailto:newtonpcc@gmail.com
http://www.allsaintscorston.org.uk/
mailto:corstonpcc@gmail.com
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